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n. Flrmy | & e
Commandsr [ Gommendar
Coastal Division ELEVEN Constal Squadron CHE
FFPU Sen Frencisco, California 6629 FFO Sen Francisco, California 96607
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Indian Hill Hoad
Groton, MASS Denver, COLO
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15. HAME OF LHAT AT TIME OF AETIEMSRERVIGE HIFE ARG SN T
Coastal Division ELEVER Officer-in-Charge, FCF
G, HEME DF JEERT EECDAMEMEEE | ER = 13 B, &S SEEYICL ACCH léLEFlDLl‘ [&f mar, atfech réafcmenl§
Bronze Ster Medal | e [, | O aE [
0. COMDAT 1% ACCOMMEMZED 1. RALA WeiFL SCTIOR TOIN FLACE 73, OATE ©A DATLS OF SCTIOM/SLAWIGE
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T3, PACWICUT CCCORATICHT PECEIVED MG OATES oF ACTION /0w dnir degrds, caspaign sad reeeice ardafn )
Purple Hesrt = 2 December 1968
Purple Heart - 20 February 1969
Silver Star Medal - 6 March 1969

o

T4, DCCORATIONT NECOAMREAGED AUT MOT YET ACTCD O =, INCLUTE DATLS OF AGTIGM/SEEYICD COSDALD

Purple Heart = 13 March 1969

7. OPHEMT BE IWG BOOOMMERDED FOR SRMD ACTICH/SEANICE [Name, rask, arreice swsber, drassk of perwice and awsrd reccamcaded)

L. R. THURLOW, L1JG, 704377, USIR Bronze Ster Medal
R. E. LAMBERT, RD1, 484 19 &7, USN Prongze Star Medal

#5. YD) THESIES :n'l{l{.. rank, srrvice sambher, Broack of serwdee = Aidach igardasans a8 regaired]

D. L. SAMDUSKY, QM1, 585 32 60, IBK
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On 13 Mareh 1969, LIJG KERRY was serving as Officer-in-Charge of FCF-%9) conducting a
five boat Sea Lords cperation in the Bey Hap river and Dong Cung cenal tegether with
ground forces. After sweeping the area for five powrs, the boates extracted the ground
troops end began exiting the river. Bhortly after starting their exit, a mine detonated
under one of the boats I{PﬂF-E]', lifting it twoe feet above the weter and wounding every-
ene aboard, Almost simmltanecusly, ancther mine detconated close aboard FOF-O4, Imocking
1s% IT RASSMAN into the water and wounding LTJG EERRY in the right arm. FPCF-51
inmediately weni to the sid of FUF-3 while FOF-9. provided cover fire. OShortly after
ITJG ¥ERRY was informed that he had & man overboard, he irmediately turned his boat
around to assist the man in the water, who by this time was recelving sniper fire from
the river banks., LTJG EERRY, from his exposed positicon on the bow of the boat, managed
to pull LT RASSMAN aboard despite the painful wound in his right srm. Meanwhile, PCF-OLs
cumners provided accirate suppressing fire, LIJG KERRY then directed FOF-94 to the
stricken PCF-3, where hiz erew attached & line and towed the boat ¢lear of danger.
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Throughout the entire actionm, LTJG KERRY proved himself to be calm, prnfessimul,
gnd h:.gh:].;.r courasecus in the face of esnemy fire,
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